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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LISKEARD 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  « 954 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Liskeard 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

On  the  information  available  to  me  the  general  state  of  health  in  the  six 
County  Districts  in  South-East  Cornwall  has  been  up  to  average  during  1954, 
with  a  small  worsening  in  the  death  rate  being  offset  by  a  complete  absence 
of  maternal  deaths,  an  improvement  in  the  infant  mortality  rate,  a  lower 
incidence  of  infectious  disease,  and  a  welcome  improvement  in  figures  for 
tuberculosis.  In  the  memories  of  many  of  us  the  year  1954  will  be  recalled 
with  little  affection  as  one  of  cool  wet,  sunless  weather.  It  may  be  of  interest 
that  on  the  moors  to  the  north  of  Liskeard  the  annual  rainfall  for  1954  was  no 
less  than  73  inches.  It  has  been  said  that  one  of  the  main  topics  of  our  conversa¬ 
tion  in  these  islands  is  the  weather,  and  many  of  us  would  like  to  attribute  to  our 
ever-changing,  and  unpredictable  weather  at  least  some  of  the  blame  for  the 
ills  to  which  human  flesh  is  heir.  I  feel  myself  that  for  the  majority  of  us  the 
main  influence  of  climate  and  weather  is  psychological  rather  than  physical. 
It  is  true  that  at  the  extremes  of  life  adverse  or  severe  climatic  conditions, 
worsened  perhaps  by  man-made  pollution  of  the  air  can  have  a  serious  or  fatal 
outcome.  For  most,  however,  and  especially  those  whose  livelihood  or  leisure 
time  pursuits  are  dependent  on  weather,  the  main  effect  is  on  mood,  and  out¬ 
look.  What  cricketer  does  not  feel  gloom  and  despondency  at  the  prospect  of 
a  wet  Saturday  afternoon,  and  what  farmer  or  gardener  does  not  feel  energetic 
and  enthusiastic  when  the  sun  shines,  and  crops  can  be  tended  or  gathered  in. 
We  now  believe  that  our  mental  attitude  to  the  world  about  us  has  much  to 
do  with  certain  diseases,  and  with  climate  and  weather  having  so  much  to  do 
with  our  outlook,  and  being  for  some  such  an  important  part  of  their  environ¬ 
ment,  it  might  be  said  that  it  has  at  least  an  indirect  effect  on  our  health. 
Beyond  this  I  do  not  think  we  can  go,  especially  in  our  temperate  climate 
where  physically  injurious  extremes  of  heat,  and  cold  are  not  experienced. 

During  1954  the  total  estimated  population  of  the  Area  fell  slightly  by 
1,286  to  a  figure  of  51,990.  Of  the  constituent  districts,  St.  Germans  Rural 
District,  Liskeard  Rural  District,  Saltash  Borough,  Torpoint  Urban  District 
and  Looe  Urban  District  all  showed  small  reductions  in  estimated  population, 
and  a  small  increase  occurred  in  Liskeard  Borough.  The  live  birth  rate  at 
15-5  per  1,000  of  population  was  fractionally  below  last  year’s  rate,  and  is 
slightly  above  the  national  birth  rate  of  15-2.  The  still-birth  rate  at  25-0  per 
1,000  total  births  is  slightly  above  the  rate  of  24-0  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  is  greater  than  last  year’s  rate  of  19-0  per  1,000  total  births  in  this  Area. 
The  total  number  of  deaths,  697,  shows  an  increase  of  31  over  1953,  but  the 
death  rate  of  1 1  -4  per  1,000  of  population  is  only  fractionally  above  the  national 
rate  of  1 1  -3.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  deaths  attributable  to 
pregnancy  and  childbirth  occurred  in  1954.  The  total  number  of  infants  under 
1  year  of  age  dying  in  1954  reached  the  record  low  figure  of  13,  giving  a  rate 
of  18-5  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  25-5. 

As  in  previous  years  the  most  common  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease.  It 
was  responsible  for  42%  of  all  deaths  in  the  Area.  Cancer  of  all  types  was  the 
next  most  common  cause,  being  responsible  for  19%  of  all  deaths  in  the  Area. 
Amongst  heart  diseases  the  most  common  type  causing  death  was  coronary 
disease  and  angina.  Of  the  cancers  the  most  common  single  cancer  was  that 
affecting  the  stomach.  The  average  age  at  death  66  years  for  males,  and  73 
years  for  females  approximated  closely  to  the  expectation  of  life  in  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole.  Of  the  697  persons  who  died  in  this  Area  in  1954,  some 
318  or  45%  were  aged  75  years  and  over  at  the  time  of  death. 

In  recent  years  the  increased  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung 
and  bronchus  has  provoked  much  discussion  of,  and  speculation  upon  possible 
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causes  of  the  increased  incidence  of  these  cancers.  In  particular  much  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  given  to  the  possible  role  of  tobacco  in  causing  or  being  associated 
with  these  cancers,  but  no  really  indisputable  or  finally  convincing  evidence 
incriminating  tobacco  has  been  produced  so  far.  Nevertheless  the  indirect 
evidence,  largely  statistical  in  nature,  and  increasing  in  volume  as  years  go  by 
throws  grave  suspicion  on  tobacco,  especially  if  taken  in  the  form  of  cigarettes 
m  moderate  or  heavy  quantity  over  a  protracted  period.  It  will  probably 
be  many  years  before  sufficient  evidence  can  be  accumulated  to  fix  the  cause 
or  causes  of  these  cancers,  but  in  view  of  their  increasing  toll  of  life  it  is  hoped 
that  before  long  some  means  of  reducing,  if  not  preventing  their  incidence 
will  be  found.  I  thought  you  would  be  interested  in  having  figures  showing  the 
effect  of  this  form  of  cancer  in  South-East  Cornwall,  and  for  that  reason  I 
have  gone  through  the  records  of  deaths  from  this  disease  over  the  five-year 
period  1950  54.  The  results  of  my  investigations  appear  in  the  form  of  two 
additional  appendices  to  this  Report.  The  first  shows  deaths  in  actual  numbers 
and  sexes  in  the  six  County  Districts,  and  in  the  whole  Health  Area.  From 
this  it  appears  that  deaths  from  this  cause  have  been  more  numerous  in  1953 
and  1954  than  in  the  previous  three  years.  Except  for  the  year  1950  the 
preponderance  of  male  over  female  deaths,  almost  3  to  1,  was  less  than  the 
ratio  of  5  to  6  male  to  1  female  death  which  obtains  in  the  Country  as  a  whole. 
The  second  appendix  shows  comparative  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  this  Health  Area,  Cornwall  County,  and  England  and  Wales.  From 
this  it  would  appear  that  although  the  death  rate  has  been  increasing  in  all 
three  cases,  the  relative  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  and  bron¬ 
chus  is  less  in  this  part  of  Cornwall,  and  in  Cornwall  County  than  in  England 
and  Wales  generally. 

In  my  Annual  Report  last  year  I  expressed  some  concern  about  the  relatively 
high  incidence  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  this  Area.  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  tell  you  of  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  position  during  1954,  when 
the  total  number  of  new  cases  notified  fell  to  39,  a  reduction  of  24  on  the  figure 
for  1953.  As  far  as  individual  districts  were  concerned,  St.  German’s  Rural 
District,  and  Saltash  Borough  showed  marked  reductions,  Torpoint  Urban 
District  had  a  moderate  reduction,  and  Eooe  Urban  District  a  small  reduction. 
In  Liskeard  Rural  District  and  Liskeard  Borough  there  was  a  moderate 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  The  number  of  deaths  from  tubercu¬ 
losis — four  in  all—  is  the  lowest  so  far  recorded  in  this  Area,  and  represents  a 
striking  improvement  on  the  average  of  18  to  20  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
which  occurred  as  recently  as  five  years  ago.  My  views  on  the  possibility  of 
the  early  eradication  of  tuberculosis  remain  substantially  as  stated  in  my  last 
Annual  Report,  and  I  cannot  yet  share  the  views  of  those  who  believe  that 
tuberculosis  will  very  soon  become  as  rare,  and  unusual  as  diphtheria  now  is. 
Much  as  we  all  welcome  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculo¬ 
sis,  I  feel  that  this  fact  is  sometimes  over-publicised  in  an  endeavour  to  show 
that  the  tuberculosis  situation  is  improving  generally.  Laudable  as  our  success 
in  checking  tuberculosis  mortality  may  be,  the  real  victory  will  not  be  won 
until  wholesale  eradication  of  the  disease  removes  the  possibility  of  infection. 

As  a  step  towards  controlling  and  preventing  tuberculosis,  the  scheme  for 
the  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  of  children  in  the  School-leaving 
age  group,  i.e.,  those  attaining  the  age  of  14  years  during  1954,  got  under  way 
during  the  early  summer.  Of  507  school-leavers  eligible  for  vaccination  some 
395  received  B.C.G.  vaccine,  and  have  thereby  been  stimulated  to  produce 
some  resistance  to  the  disease.  The  percentage  of  parents  who  refused  to 
have  their  children  vaccinated  was  3%- — a  commendably  low  figure,  whilst 
absentees  did  not  exceed  6%.  We  were  interested  to  find  a  low  percentage — - 
13% — of  positive  reactors  to  the  pre-vaccination  Mantoux  test.  This  latter 
finding  suggests  that  schoolchildren  in  Cornwall  are  not  exposed  to  a  great 
deal  of  human  or  animal  tuberculous  infection.  It  also  suggests  that  if  these 
negative  reactor  children — about  80%  of  the  school-leaving  population — 
who  are  devoid  of  any  natural  resistance  to  tuberculosis,  had  gone  ungr  fiected 
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by  vaccination  into  crowded  city  or  urban  communities  where  the  level  of 
tuberculous  infection  is  usually  higher,  they  might  well  have  fallen  victim  to 
the  disease.  The  relatively  low  degree  of  natural  immunity  disclosed  by  the 
scheme  underlines  the  importance  of  present  efforts  to  stimulate  the  production 
in  these  children  of  some  artificial  immunity  or  resistance  to  the  disease  through 
B.C.G.  vaccination. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  (other  than  tuberculosis)  was  light  during 
1954,  the  total  of  706  cases  representing  a  large  reduction  of  the  figure  of  1917 
cases  in  1953.  The  most  prevalent  diseases  were  whooping  cough  with  496 
cases,  measles  with  59  cases,  pneumonia  with  56  cases  and  Sonne  dysentery 
with  54  cases.  There  were  4  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  of  which  2  were  non-paraly¬ 
tic.  One  case  only  of  food  poisoning  was  notified.  There  were  two  deaths  from 
whooping  cough,  both  in  infancy  under  one  year  of  age. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  news  of  a  new  and  apparently  success¬ 
ful  vaccine  against  poliomyelitis  is  still  fresh  in  our  minds.  This  Salk  vaccine 
has  been  prepared,  perfected,  and  tried  out  on  a  large  number  of  children  in 
America,  and  preliminary  reports  suggest  that  it  affords  some  protection 
against  this  disease.  It  is  obviously  much  too  early  to  form  any  reliable 
judgement  of  the  efficiency  of  this  newest  weapon  in  the  battle  against  polio¬ 
myelitis,  and  indeed  within  a  very  short  time  of  the  first  announcement 
concerning  the  vaccine,  reports  of  vaccinated  children  developing  paralytic 
poliomyelitis  have  emphasised  the  need  for  caution  in  our  approach  to  this 
subject.  It  would  be  too  much  to  expect  that  the  use  of  such  a  new,  and 
relatively  untried  remedy  would  be  free  of  pitfalls,  and  disappointments. 
In  spite  of,  and  perhaps  because  of,  such  setbacks  advances  in  knowledge,  and 
technique  will  follow,  and  I  feel  the  future  in  this  field  of  disease-prevention 
holds  much  promise.  Up  to  now  effective  control  of  poliomyelitis  involving 
as  it  did  early  recognition  of  cases,  and  close  surveillance  of,  and  control  over 
contacts,  was  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  establish.  It  must,  therefore,  be 
the  earnest  wish  of  all  of  us,  that  the  efforts  now  being  made  to  control  and 
prevent  poliomyelitis  by  a  suitable  vaccine  will  be  crowned  with  ever-increasing 
success — such  success  as  we  have  witnessed  in  the  past  fourteen  years  in  the 
wonderfully  effective  campaign  against  diphtheria. 

I  have  written  just  now  of  the  success  of  the  immunisation  campaign 
against  diphtheria.  The  effect  of  this  has  been  to  almost  completely  banish 
this  disease  from  our  midst,  and  many  of  our  younger  parents  will  have  little 
or  no  recollection  of  the  period  prior  to  1941  when  diphtheria  affected  tens 
of  thousands  of  children,  and  caused  hundreds  of  deaths.  They  may  be 
tempted  to  think  that  diphtheria  has  disappeared  for  all  time,  and  that  im¬ 
munisation  is  no  longer  necessary.  At  the  risk  of  being  considered  tedious 
and  repetitive,  I  must  again  warn  parents  of  young  children  that  if  immunisa¬ 
tion  is  neglected  it  may  not  be  very  long  before  diphtheria  is  again  prevalent, 
and  causing  suffering,  and  deaths  amongst  children.  It  is  most  important 
that  all  infants  be  immunised  against  diphtheria  by  the  time  they  are  six 
months  of  age,  and  I  hope  parents  of  young  babies  will  make  every  effort  to 
see  that  this  is  done.  The  amount  of  pain  and  suffering  associated  with  the 
three  injections  required  is  so  trivial  that  no  parent  can  reasonably  put  this 
forward  as  an  excuse  for  delaying  or  neglecting  to  have  this  simple,  but  all- 
important  procedure  carried  out.  Moreover  some  protection  against  whooping 
cough  can  now  be  ensured  through  the  same  series  of  injections,  thus  helping 
the  young  child  to  form  its  own  defences  against  two  diseases  which  previously 
took  a  heavy  toll  of  infant  life. 

The  welfare  of  old  people,  particularly  those  living  alone,  continued  to 
cause  anxiety  during  1954.  In  most  cases  it  was  possible  to  persuade  old 
persons  who  could  no  longer  adequately  care  for  themselves  to  enter  a  home 
or  institution  where  they  would  be  cared  for.  In  one  instance  where  an  old 
lady  of  75  years  was  found  living  in  a  large  house  under  the  most  appallingly 
filthy,  and  verminous  conditions,  and  all  effort  at  persuasion  had  failed,  it  was 
necessary  to  make  an  application  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
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Section  47,  to  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  compulsorily 
remove  her  to  Lamellion  House,  Liskeard.  After  considering  the  evidence 
put  before  them  the  Magistrates  made  the  necessary  Order,  and  the  old  person 
was  removed  to  Lamellion  House.  She  remained  there  for  some  months, 
apparently  content,  but  following  an  attack  of  senile  dementia  had  to  be 
removed  to  St.  Lawrences  Hospital,  Bodmin,  where  she  has  remained. 

Reasonably  good  progress  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  continued  in  all 
parts  of  the  Area  during  1954.  In  spite  of  the  large  number  of  new  houses 
built  since  the  war,  there  is  still  an  appreciable  demand  for  houses  particularly 
in  urban  parts  of  the  Area.  The  position  is  easier  in  the  two  rural  districts, 
where  most  demands  for  rehousing  can  now  be  met  without  great  delay.  Now 
that  the  main  demand  for  rehousing  has  eased  one’s  attention  is  being  increas¬ 
ingly  focused  on  old,  sub  standard  houses  either  singly,  or  in  groups,  whose 
condition  and  state  of  dilapidation  is  such  that  the  only  means  of  dealing 
with  them  is  by  closing  or  demolition.  Many  of  the  people  who  occupy  these 
houses  have  up  to  now  been  overlooked  in  the  anxiety  to  provide  new  houses 
for  families  living  under  even  worse  conditions,  and  the  occupants  themselves, 
many  of  whom  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the  higher  rent  of  a.  new  house, 
have  not  been  very  active  in  drawing  attention  to  their  unsatisfactory  living 
conditions.  Early  in  1954  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
directed  that  local  authorities  should  now  take  up  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  and 
after  a  lapse  of  some  fifteen  years  the  question  of  slum  clearance.  All  local 
authorities  are  now  required  to  place  before  the  Minister  by  August,  1955, 
their  proposals  for  dealing  with  slum  areas,  and  we  all  hope  that  this  will 
mark  the  beginning  of  a  campaign  to  eliminate  worn-out,  unsound,  and  un¬ 
healthy  dwellings,  especially  where  in  urban  areas  these  are  crowded  together 
in  small  courtyards,  and  alleys.  Naturally  accommodation  will  have  to  be 
found  for  those  displaced  from  slum  houses  and  this  inevitably  means  the 
provision  of  more  new  Council  houses  to  meet  this  specific  need,  in  addition 
to  whatever  programme  of  new  construction  is  needed  to  meet  normal  demand. 
Whilst  we  all  recognise,  and  are  anxious  over  the  additional  financial  burden 
that  slum  clearance  schemes  will  impose  on  national,  and  local  finances,  we 
cannot  in  justice  provide  up-to-date,  and  healthy  housing  for  a  part  of  the 
community,  and  allow  dilapidated  and  unhealthy  houses,  without  convenience 
or  amenity  to  continue  as  dwelling  places.  This  area  being  mainly  rural  in 
character  the  concentration  of  slum  dwellings  is  nowhere  very  great,  and  it 
should  be  possible  to  find  a  slower,  and  more  gradual  solution  of  the  problem 
than  is  possible  in  large  towns,  and  cities. 

In  the  field  of  water  supply  the  principal  event  of  1954  was  the  constitution 
of  the  Liskeard  and  District  Water  Board.  The  primary  task  of  this  authority 
will  be  the  supply  of  water  in  bulk  to  the  Liskeard  Rural  District  and  the 
Borough  of  Liskeard.  The  latter  authority  has  of  course  had  an  excellent 
supply  for  many  years,  and  indeed  the  first  part  of  the  new  Boards’  scheme  is 
based  on  the  expansion  of  reservoirs  and  treatment  plant  on  St.  Cleer  Downs, 
previously  owned  and  operated  by  the  Borough  of  Liskeard.  Water  from  the 
River  Fowey  will  be  collected  at  a  point  near  Trekieve  Steps,  and  will  be  fed 
by  a  large  diameter  intake  main  to  the  enlarged  reservoir  and  treatment  works 
at  St.  Cleer.  From  there  it  will  be  available  for  distribution  over  a  wide  area 
of  the  Liskeard  Rural  District,  and  perhaps  in  later  years  to  adjoining  districts 
if  required.  The  scheme  should  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  Liskeard  Rural 
District  where  at  present  the  inhabitants  are  dependent  on  small  local  supplies 
of  doubtful  or  frankly  poor  quality,  liable  to  fail  in  dry  weather.  As  with 
rural  electrification  it  should  do  much  to  increase  efficiency  in,  and  remove 
some  of  the  drudgery  from  the  farming  industry,  and  it  might  in  some  small 
way  help  to  stem  the  drift  of  population  away  from  rural  areas  to  towns  and 
cities.  In  other  parts  of  the  Area  there  were  no  outstanding  developments 
in  this  field  but  progress  was  made  extending,  and  improving,  existing  supplies. 

As  far  as  sewage  disposal  was  concerned,  although  many  schemes  were 
prepared  and  sent  forward  for  approval  very  little  was  done  in  the  actual 
construction  of  sewage  disposal  plants  on  any  scale.  The  great  need  L.r  better 
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sewage  disposal  is  widespread  and  although  the  Ministry  concerned  agrees  in 
principle  with  the  need  for  such  schemes,  it  is  not  possible  in  the  national 
interest  to  allow  unrestricted  work  to  take  place  on  all  schemes  put  forward 
not  only  in  this  Area  but  throughout  the  whole  country.  Thus  whilst  members, 
and  officials  of  District  Councils  may  be  anxious  to  see  rapid  progress  in  the 
provision  of  proper  sewage  disposal  arrangements,  we  must  necessarily  accept 
the  restraints  imposed  by  the  Central  Government. 

I  would  not  wish  to  close  this  preface  without  expressing  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  members  and  officers  of  District  Councils  from  whom  I  have  at  all  times 
received  assistance,  and  encouragement  in  carrying  out  my  duties  during  the 
year  1954.  1  trust  that  I  may  count  on  their  continued  co-operation  for  as 
long  as  it  is  my  privilege  to  serve  the  interests  of  Public  Health  in  this  Area. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  J.  FOX, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


6 


LISKEARD  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Public  Health  Committee 

Councillor  The  Rev.  W.  M.  J.  Laundry,  Chairman. 

Councillor  L.  O.  Shovel,  Vice-Chairman. 
together  with  28  other  members  of  the  Council. 

This  Committee  meets  once  a  month  and  deals  with  the  great  bulk  of  matters 
affecting  Public  Health. 

Housing  Committee 

Councillor  W.  F.  Julian,  Chairman. 

Councillor  F.  W.  Rundle,  Vice-Chairman 
together  with  26  other  members  of  the  Council. 

This  Committee  meets  once  a  month  and  deals  with  those  matters  of  Public 
Health  which  are  directly  related  to  Housing. 

Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

P.  J.  Fox,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
G.  Rogers,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

G.  Lawry,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
G.  Cowling,  Assistant  Surveyor. 

LISKEARD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Area  of  Rural  District 
Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ... 

Vital  Statistics  for  1954 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births  102  93  195 

Liskeard  R.D.  Health  Area  No.  7 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  population  ...  15-8  15-5 

Male  Female  Total 

Still  Births  ...  2  3  5 

Liskeard  R.D.  Health  Area  No.  7 

Still  birth  rate  per 

1,000  total  births  ...  25-0  25-0 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  .  90  73  163 

Liskeard  R.D.  Health  Area  No.  7 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  population  ...  9-2  1 1 -4 

Maternal  Deaths  ...  None  registered. 

Male  Female  Total 

Infant  Deaths  ...  3  —  3 

Liskeard  R.D.  Health  Area  No.  7 

Infant  mortality  rate 

per  1,000  live  births  15-4  18-5 

Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages 

Heart  disease 
Cancer  (all  sites)  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  ("  stroke  ”)  ... 

Respiratory  disease 
Circulatory  disease 
Digestive  disease  ... 

Accidents  ... 

Suicide 


England  &  Wales 

15-2 


England  &  Wales 
24-0 


England  &  Wales 

11 -3 


England  &  Wales 
25-5 


76 

23 

20 

18 

6 

3 


...  104,803  acres 
14,020 
5,356 
769,070 
£27  6 


Average  Age  at  Death 

Males 

Females 


7 


63 

71 


The  live  birth  rate  shows  a  reduction  as  compared  with  1953.  The  number 
of  still  births,  and  the  corresponding  rate  shows  an  increase.  The  number  of 
deaths  and  the  death  rate  show  a  small  reduction  over  the  previous  year,  whilst 
the  infant  mortality  rate  shows  a  considerable  fall.  The  principal  defined 
-causes  of  death  show  much  the  same  incidence  as  in  1953,  with  small  increases 
in  the  numbers  of  deaths  caused  by  heart  disease,  cancer,  “  strokes/’  and 
respiratory  disease. 

Infectious  Disease.  The  total  of  156  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  1954,  represents  a  substantial  fall  from  the  1953  total  of  628  cases. 
The  infectious  diseases  contributing  mainly  to  this  total  were  whooping  cough 
'93  cases,  measles  26  cases,  pneumonia  19  cases  and  Sonne  dysentery  13  cases. 
Of  this  last  disease  almost  all  the  cases  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Looe  Urban 
District  where  a  sharp  outbreak  of  this  disease  took  place  during  March  and 
April,  1954,  and  it  is  most  likely  that  most  if  not  all  of  these  cases  were  in¬ 
fected  in  Looe.  The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified — 4  in  all — showed 
a  marked  reduction  on  the  27  cases  of  1953.  One  case  only  of  poliomyelitis 
of  the  non-paralvtic  variety  was  notified.  There  were  no  deaths  from  in¬ 
fectious  disease  during  the  year. 

The  following  are  details  of  numbers,  and  case  rates  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  1954: 

Rates  per  1,000  of  population 


Disease 

Cases 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7 

Whooping  Cough 

93 

6-62 

9-54 

Measles 

26 

1  *85 

M3 

Pneumonia... 

19 

1  -35 

1-08 

Dysentery 

13 

0-93 

1-04 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

0*28 

0-42 

Non-paralytic  polio¬ 
myelitis 

1 

0-07 

0-04 

Tuberculosis.  The  total  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year — 15 
in  all — shows  an  increase  of  5  over  the  1953  total  of  10  cases.  Of  these  15 
new  cases,  14  were  respiratory  infections  and  1  was  non-respiratory  infection. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year.  The  main  incidence 
of  the  disease  was  amongst  adolescents,  and  young  adults,  i.e.,  the  15  45  year 
age  group,  and  the  ratio  of  males  to  females  notified  was  almost  3  to  1.  At 
the  end  of  1954  there  were  71  cases  of  respiratory  and  12  cases  of  non-respiratory 
infection  known  to  be  living  in  the  Rural  District. 

Following  are  details  of  new  cases,  and  case  rates  of  tuberculosis  in  1954: 


Age  Group 

New  Cases 

M  F 

Deaths 

M  F 

0-1  . 

.  .  .  - 

— 

- - -  - 

1-5  . 

1 

. - 

-  - 

5-15  . 

1 

1 

No  deaths 

15-45  . 

6 

2 

registered 

45-65  . 

2 

1 

—  ■ — 

65  +  . 

1 

— 

- —  — 

Totals 

1 1 

4 

• —  — 

Rate  per  1,000  of  Population 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area 
No.  7 

New  Cases  ... 

... 

1-07 

0-75 

All  Cases 

... 

5-91 

6-73 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  In  May,  1954,  a  medical  practitioner  drew 
my  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  under  which  a  woman  aged 
75  years  was  living.  On  visiting  the  residence,  a  large  old  country  house,  I 
found  her  living  alone  under  the  most  appallingly  filthy  and  insanitary  condi¬ 
tions.  The  filthy  and  verminous  conditions  were  largely  brought  about  by  ten 
dogs  and  sundry  cats  which  were  the  old  person’s  companions,  and  roamed 
freely  about  the  house.  All  attempts  to  persuade  the  old  person  to  enter  a 
home  or  institution  where  she  could  be  cared  for  having  failed,  I  had  no 
alternative  but  to  recommend  the  Council  to  bring  the  case  before  a  Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction  as  provided  for  in  Section  47  of  the  National  Assis¬ 
tance  Act,  1948.  On  hearing  the  evidence  the  Court  ordered  her  removal  to 
Lamellion  House,  Liskeard,  and  she  was  removed  there  with  some  difficulty. 
Subsequently  in  August,  1954,  a  further  order  extending  the  period  of  deten¬ 
tion  for  three  months  was  obtained.  In  November,  1954,  the  old  person  had 
a  fairly  severe  attack  of  senile  dementia  which  necessitated  her  removal  to 
St.  Lawrence’s  Hospital,  Bodmin,  where  after  recovering  from  the  acute 
attack  of  dementia  she  agreed  to  remain  as  a  voluntary  patient. 

Water  Supply.  The  great  need  in  the  Rural  District  is  for  an  ample  supply  of 
pure,  piped  water.  The  first  step  in  this  direction  was  taken  when  in  1952 
filtered  and  treated  water  was  made  available  through  the  trunk  main  from 
St.  Cleer  reservoir  to  Polruan,  and  some  few  other  consumers  en  route.  The 
limitation  on  the  amount  of  water  which  could  be  supplied  by  the  Borough 
of  Liskeard — 50,000  gallons  per  day — prevented  the  full  economic  use  of  this 
expensive  length  of  trunk  main,  and  the  next  step  was  obviously  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  necessary  works  at  the  intake  near  Trekieve  Steps — and  at  the  existing 
St.  Cleer  reservoir  to  make  a  much  larger  quantity  available  for  distribution. 
The  putting  into  effect  of  these  works  had  to  await  the  formation  of  a  Joint 
Water  Board,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Liskeard,  and  Dist¬ 
rict  Water  Board  came  into  being  and  held  its  first  meetings  during  1954.  The 
way  is  now  clear  for  the  gradual  development  and  extension  of  piped  water 
supplies  throughout  the  Liskeard  Rural  District.  This  is  an  undertaking  of 
considerable  magnitude,  and  it  is  therefore  only  to  be  expected  that  many' 
years  must  elapse  before  piped  water  reaches  many  of  the  more  distant  and 
lightly  populated  parts  of  the  Rural  District.  Although  1  know  of  little  disease 
which  can  be  attributed  to  the  present  small,  local  supplies  upon  which  we 
depend,  the  knowledge  that  such  supplies  can  so  easily  be  dangerously  con¬ 
taminated  is  a  source  of  some  anxiety  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 
We  both  look  forward  to  the  extension  of  piped  water  supplies  in  the  District. 

In  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  further  details  of  local  supply 
arrangements  in  many  parts  of  the  District  appear.  In  the  results  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  analysis  you  will  observe  the  variable,  and  sometimes  grossly  polluted 
quality  of  water  available. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  Little  actual  work  on  the  construction  of  new 
sewers  and  disposal  plants  was  undertaken  in  1954.  Schemes  for  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  in  several  villages  where  at  present  appreciable  nuisances  exist  and  which 
had  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  were 
still  under  consideration  by  that  Ministry,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
permission  to  commence  work  on  these  schemes  had  not  been  received. 

Food.  The  derationing  of  meat,  and  the  return  of  slaughtering  to  private 
enterprise  after  some  fourteen  years  of  Government  control  took  effect  in  the 
summer  of  1954.  The  decentralisation  of  slaughtering  arrangements  gave 
rise  to  some  misgivings  when  the  possibility  of  numerous  small  slaughter 
houses  throughout  the  Rural  District  re-opening  was  considered.  In  such 
an  event  it  would  have  been  extremely  difficult,  indeed  impossible,  to  ensure 
that  all  carcases  slaughtered  at  widely  separated  slaughter  houses  were  in- 
inspected.  Fortunately,  only  two  owners  of  slaughter  houses  decided  to  bring 
their  premises  up  to  the  reasonable  standard  set  by  the  Council  and  these 
were  licensed  for  operation  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
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Apart  from  the  additional  work  arising  from  meat  inspection  no  difficulties 
were  experienced  in  the  supervision  of  premises  in  which  food  is  handled. 
No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948.  No  difficulties  in  the  administration  of  this 
Act  were  experienced  during  the  year. 

Housing.  The  Council’s  good  record  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  was 
maintained  in  1954,  when  60  were  completed.  In  addition  1 1  houses  built 
under  private  enterprise  were  completed.  Towards  the  end  of  1954  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  slum  clearance  was  given  preliminary  consideration.  As  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  states  in  his  report,  the  Rural  District  contains  little  or 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  concentrated  slums  and  most  of  the  sub-standard 
dwellings  which  do  exist  will  be  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  dwellings  rather 
than  as  part  of  Clearance  Areas.  Mr.  Rogers  makes  an  interesting  point  in 
connection  with  the  old  houses  situated  in  the  narrow  streets  of  Rolperro 
and  Polruan,  where,  because  of  the  “  quaintness  ”  of  the  houses,  and  their 
surroundings,  it  is  difficult  and  indeed  unwise  to  apply  normal  rnles  of  pro¬ 
cedure  m  assessing  their  fitness.  It  is,  of  course,  a  fact  that  because  of  their 
attractiveness  to  holiday-makers,  tourists  and  people  seeking  a  house  to  live 
in  when  they  retire,  most  of  these  old  houses  have  been  carefully  maintained, 
and,  where  necessary,  restored,  and  repaired  at  considerable  cost. 

Now  that  the  pressing  post-war  demand  for  new  houses  has  eased  consi¬ 
derably  it  has  been  possible  to  give  some  attention  to  older  dwellings  with  a 
view  to  determining  their  fitness  for  human  habitation  and  the  measures 
which  it  is  appropriate  to  take  in  connection  with  them.  It  is  discouraging  to 
find  so  many  houses,  which  might  with  regular  maintenance  and  repair  have 
remained  sound  and  reasonably  healthy  for  many  years,  and  now  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  require  a  demolition  or  closing  order.  Some  of  this  neglect  of 
property  is  the  fault  of  owners,  and  landlords,  but  much  of  it  stems  from  the 
ridiculously  low  rents  at  which  these  properties  are  let.  The  income  from  such 
properties  is  so  meagre  that  proper  repair  and  maintenance  has  become  a 
financial  impossibility,  and  most  owners  are  agreeable,  and  even  anxious  to 
see  the  properties  made  the  subject  of  a  closing  or  demolition  order. 

Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  G.  Rogers,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  follows.  I  should  like  to  express 
to  Mr.  Rogers,  and  his  assistants,  Mr.  G.  Lawry  and  Mr.  G.  Gowling,  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  ready  assistance  and  willing  co-operation  they  have  given  at 
all  times  during  the  year  1954. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Water  Supply.  The  branch  water  mains  to  serve  the  villages  of  Dob  walls 
and  Lanreath  were  completed  by  the  end  of  December,  1953,  and  during  the 
following  year,  an  increasing  number  of  applications  for  service  pipe  connections 
was  made.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  almost  all  premises  in  both  the  villages 
were  supplied  from  the  mains.  During  1954,  a  few  more  applications  were 
made  for  tappings  along  the  St.  Cleer— Polruan  trunk  main  and  these  were 
approved.  The  quantity  available  at  the  service  reservoir  at  Polruan  was 
adequate  throughout  the  year  and  an  uninterrupted  supply  was  provided  for 
all  householders. 

The  operation  of  all  sluice  valves,  hydrants  and  wash-out  valves  was  carried 
out  quarterly.  One  burst  in  the  trunk  main  occurred  in  the  section  Ranreath— 
Bogga  Mill,  which  was  repaired  at  the  utmost  speed,  with  little  or  no  incon¬ 
venience. 

In  the  village  of  St.  Cleer,  it  was  necessary  to  make  extensive  repairs  to  the 
windmill  head  at  the  pumping  station  and  measures  were  taken  to  protect 
the  source  of  supply  against  contamination.  In  order  to  improve  mains  pres¬ 
sure  in  parts  of  this  village,  300ft.  of  3in.  C.I.  pipes  were  laid  from  the  reservoir 
to  Fore  Street. 
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At  St.  Neot  the  only  interruption  in  supply  was  due  to  a  fracture  in  the 
main  at  Tremaddock  Bridge  caused  by  the  weight  of  a  steam  roller  on  a 
patch  of  soft  yielding  ground. 

In  the  village  of  Menheniot,  a  new  branch  main  of  2in.  bitumen  lined  and 
coated  pipe  was  laid  from  East  Road,  across  the  playing  fields  to  Bowling 
Green  Housing  Estate  and  to  serve  other  sites  in  that  area.  The  supply  from 
a  source  at  Trewint  to  the  small  service  reservoir  serving  this  village  was  well- 
maintained  throughout  the  year  by  using  a  larger  electric  pump,  installed 
close  to  the  reservoir.  This  boosted  the  flow  considerably  and  no  shortages 
were  experienced.  At  Seaton,  three  additional  fire  hydrants  were  installed 
at  suitable  points  along  the  main  and  the}7  were  marked  by  standard  indicating 
posts  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  supply  of  water  in  the  Menadue-Killigarth  area  has  been  from  an 
elevated  tower,  which  is  filled  from  the  Bolperro  reservoir  by  electric  pump. 
In  order  to  ensure  an  adequate  service  during  heavy  draw-off,  an  additional 
pump  was  installed  at  Trenderway  and  it  has  been  arranged  that  they  can 
be  used  jointly  or  independently. 

In  November,  1953,  an  agreement  was  reached  with  the  South-East  Cornwall 
Water  Board  for  a  supply  of  33,000  gallons  per  day,  to  serve  the  villages  of 
Maders,  Hessenford,  Widegates,  Widlake,  No  Man’s  Land,  Great  Tree  and 
Rilla  Mill,  and  during  1954,  sites  were  acquired,  on  which  to  erect  small 
service  reservoirs.  Many  difficulties  had  to  be  overcome,  and  it  was  not  until 
November  that  tenders  were  invited  for  the  work.  On  9th  December,  the 
Council  provisionally  accepted  a  tender  of  f’12,851  11s.  6d.  from  Messrs. 
Rowse  &  Sleep  of  Gunnislake  and  it  was  expected  that  with  the  Minister’s 
approval,  work  would  commence  early  in  the  new  year. 

The  water  scheme  for  Warleggan  Parish  had  not  progressed  beyond  the  pre¬ 
liminary  stages  during  1954,  largely  due  to  the  failure  to  reach  an  agreement 
between  the  District  Valuer  and  the  owner  of  the  springs  proposed  to  be  used. 
Further  negotiations  are  still  proceeding. 


1. 

from 

1. 

2. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 


St.  Keyne 

St.  Keyne 
St.  Keyne 

St.  Keyne 

St.  Keyne 

Horsepool  Lodge, 
Boconnoc 


Bacteriological  examination- 


-satis- 


(a)  Quality.  Thirty-seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  1954 
public  and  private  sources.  The  results  are  tabulated  below: 

West  Taphouse, 

Braddock 
East  Taphouse, 

St.  Pinnock 
East  Taphouse 
St.  Keyne 


Public  well, 
factory.  18.1.54. 

Borehole  on  housing  site.  Chemical  analysis — 
satisfactory.  11.3.54. 

Bacteriological  examination — satisfactory. 

Deep  well  on  housing  site  No.  1.  Bacteriological 
examination — gross  bacterial  pollution.  15.3.54. 
Deep  well  on  housing  site  No.  2.  Bacteriological 
examination — highly  satisfactory.  15.3.54. 

Same  well  as  No.  5 — very  satisfactory.  8.4.54. 
Same  well  as  No.  4- — considerable  bacterial  con¬ 
tamination.  9.4.54.  Housing  Site  No.  1 
Same  as  Nos.  5  and  6.  Housing  site  No.  2— 
Bacteriological  examination— satisfactory.  29.5.54. 
Housing  Site  No.  1.  Same  as  Nos.  4  and  7— gross 
bacterial  pollution.  29.5.54. 

Private  well.  Bacteriological  examination — satis- 
factory.  26.5.54. 


Cheesewring  Minions  Village  supply.  Bacteriological  examination — • 

satisfactory.  11.6.54. 

Doublebois  Hse,  Private  reservoir.  Bacteriological  examination— 

Liskeard  satisfactory.  6.7.54. 

Rostherne,  Morval  Shallow  well  —private.  Bacteriological  examina¬ 

tion — considerable  bacterial  contamination.  9.7.54' 
Ginn’s  Tenement,  Shallow  well — private.  Bacteriological  examina- 
Menheniot  tion — moderate  degree  of  bacterial  contamination. 

9.7.54. 
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15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 

36. 

37. 


Dobwalls  Primary 
School 

Dobwalls  Primary 
School 

Twelvewoods  Place, 
Dobwalls 
School  Road, 
Dobwalls 
Risford,  Dobwalls 

Rosedene,  Dobwalls 

St.  Cleer  Downs 


Rosevallon  Dobwalls 

Duloe,  Chapel 
Cottage 

Dobwalls  Primary 
School 

Dobwalls  Primary 
School 

Duloe,  Chapel 
Cottage 

Trewidland  Well, 
Park  Terrace 
Trewidland  Well, 
Park  Terrace 


Rain  water  supply.  Bacteriological  examination — 
satisfactory.  23.8.54. 

Main  water  supply.  Bacteriological  examination — 
unsatisfactory.  23.8.54. 

Council  housing  estate.  Mains  supply.  Bacteriolo¬ 
gical  examination — highly  satisfactory.  27.8.54. 
Main  water  supply.  Bacteriological  examination — 
highly  satisfactory.  27.8.54. 

Main  water  supply.  Private  Tap.  Bacteriological 
examination — highly  satisfactory.  27.8.54. 

Main  water  supply.  Private  tap.  Bacteriological 
examination — highly  satisfactory.  27.8.54. 

Main  water  supply.  Borough  of  Liskeard  Reser¬ 
voir.  Bacteriological  examination— highly  satis¬ 
factory.  27.8.54. 

Mains  water  supply.  Tap  off  tank.  Bacteriological 
examination— highly  satisfactory.  27.8.54. 

Shallow  well.  Bacteriological  examination — gross 
bacterial  pollution.  28.8.54. 

As  No.  16 — highly  satisfactory.  23.9.54. 

Mains  water  supply.  Bacteriological  examination 
— highly  satisfactory.  16.10.54. 

Shallow  well.  Private  as  No.  23.  Bacteriological 
examination — considerable  bacterial  pollution. 
Bore  hole.  Chemical  examination  for  iron  content 
— excess  of  normal.  16.10.54. 

Chemical  examination  for  iron  content — normal. 
8.11.54. 


Trewidland  Well, 
Park  Terrace 
Pensilva  C.P.  School 

St.  Neot  C.P.  School 

Darite  C.P.  School 

Duloe  V.P.  School 

Trewidland  C.P. 
School 

Lanreath  V.P.  School 

Lerryn  V.P.  School 

Factory  Cottages, 
Menlreniot 


Chemical  examination  for  iron  content — normal. 
24.1 1.54. 

Private  well.  Bacteriological  examination — satis¬ 
factory.  27. 1 1 .54. 

Mains  water  supply.  Bacteriological  examination 
- — satisfactory.  27. 1 1 .54. 

Private  piped  supply.  Bacteriological  examination 
— reasonably  satisfactory.  27.11.54. 

Private  piped  supply.  Bacteriological  examination 
— slight  contamination.  5.12.54. 

Private  well.  Bacteriological  examination — satis¬ 
factory.  5.12.54. 

Mains  supply.  Bacteriological  examination — 
satisfactory.  5.12.54. 

Public  source  pumped  to  school.  Bacteriological 
examination — reasonably  satisfactory.  5.12.54. 
Shallow  well.  Private.  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion — satisfactory. 


(b)  Quantity.  The  year  being  exceptionally  wet,  there  were  no  water  short¬ 
ages  in  the  District  and  the  interruptions  of  supplies  to  bursts  or  pumping 
breakdowns  were  few. 

(c)  Bacteriological  Examinations.  Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological 
examination  have  been  taken  from  a  number  of  sources  in  the  District,  the 
results  of  which  are  given  under  Section  1  (a)  of  this  report. 


(d)  Plumbo-solvency.  No  case  of  lead  poisoning  was  reported  during  1954 
and  this  is.  no  doubt,  due  to  the  fact  that  much  less  lead  is  used  to  carry  water 
than  other  materials.  Many  waters  in  the  district  are  of  acid  reaction,  due, 
probably,  to  originating  on  moorlands,  where  peat  acid  is  prevalent.  In  such 
cases,  prospective  users  are  advised  to  use  a  non-metallic  pipe — plastic,  cement 
asbestos,  or  the  new  steel  tubes,  bitumen  lined  (not  merely  coated)  and  covered. 
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(e)  Contamination  of  Supplies.  In  every  instance  where  public  supplies 
are  found  on  examination  to  be  contaminated,  protective  measures  are  taken. 
It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  complete  protection  of  shallow  wells  and 
springs  is  impossible,  and  only  when  the  District  is  provided  with  a  piped 
supply  of  treated  water  can  consumers  use  water  with  complete  confidence 
and  safety.  In  the  cases  of  doubtful  supplies,  public  or  private,  users  are 
advised  to  boil  the  water  before  using  it  for  drinking  purposes. 

(f)  Parishes  with  one  or  more  villages  having  piped  water  supply: 


1  kirish 

Boconnoc  ... 

Population 
of  Parish 
189 

Population 
supplied  to 
houses 

50 

Population 
supplied  from 
standpipes 
Nil 

Broadoak  ... 

233 

40 

Nil 

St.  Cleer 

1,616 

825 

37 

Duloe 

572 

225 

Nil 

St.  Ive  . 

1,158 

150 

Nil 

Lanreath  ... 

.  *  . 

390 

120 

Nil 

Lansallos  ... 

1,504 

1,242 

Nil 

Lanteglos  ... 

1,234 

1,184 

50 

Lmkinhorne 

1,228 

120 

120 

Liskeard 

978 

350 

Nil 

St.  Martin 

427 

140 

Nil 

Menheniot  ... 

1,073 

304 

20 

Morval 

539 

34 

32 

St.  Neot 

932 

140 

100 

Pelynt 

486 

50 

Nil 

St.  Veep 

334 

25 

Nil 

St.  Pinnock 

339 

35 

30 

Sewerage 

Seaton — Sea  Outfall. 

More  private  drains 

were  connected  to  this  sewerage 

system  and  it  continued  to  function  without  fault  throughout  the  year. 

St.  Cleer — Treatment  Works.  During  1954,  St.  Cleer  sewerage  scheme  was 
completed  and  a  considerable  number  of  private  house  drains  were  connected. 
In  most  cases,  water  closets  were  installed  at  the  same  time. 

With  the  completion  of  the  glass  roof  over  the  sludge  drying  beds,  an  even 
faster  drying  of  the  sludge  was  possible  and  no  problems  arose  in  connection 
with  handling  and  transport. 

During  1954  three  samples  of  the  effluent  from  these  treatment  works  were 
taken  and  were  examined  by  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  West  Corn¬ 
wall  Hospital  Management  Committee.  In  one  sample,  the  suspended  matter 
was  high,  but  later  samples,  taken  in  April  and  May,  showed  the  B.O.D.  to  be 
17  and  11-5  parts  per  million  and  suspended  matter  1-0  and  1-8  parts  per 
million,  well  inside  of  the  accepted  standard. 

Polruan — Sea  Outfall.  Repairs  were  carried  out  to  these  main  sewers  and 
branches  with  particular  attention  to  the  outfall.  Examination  has  shown 
many  of  the  12in.  C.I.  pipes  along  the  beach  to  be  rather  thin,  due  to  the 
eroding  effect  of  sea  water. 

Polperro — Sea  Outfall.  This  system  has  been  adequately  maintained 
throughout  the  year  and  the  cleansing  of  the  outfall  tunnel  was  carried  out 
during  suitably  low  tides  in  March  and  September. 

Pelynt — Treatment  Works.  Repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  these  works 
during  the  year  and  they  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Other  Systems.  To  obviate  nuisances,  in  two  villages,  additional  land  drains 
have  been  laid  in  suitable  trenches  and  this  has  been  effective  except  when 
the  sewage  is  diluted  with  an  excess  of  storm  water. 

During  1954,  some  progress  was  made  in  connection  with  the  preparation 
of  sewerage  schemes  and  disposal  works  for  the  villages  of  Dobwalls,  Duloe, 
Tredinnick,  Lanreath  and  Menheniot,  but  permission  to  advertise  for  tenders 
was  not  given.  At  the  end  of  1954,  the  Council  still  awaited  a  starting  date. 


Public  Conveniences.  A  site  was  eventually  selected  in  a  very  suitable  posi¬ 
tion  at  Seaton  and  the  owner  agreed  to  sell,  subject  to  certain  conditions. 
Plans  were  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Council  and  the  Ministry.  In 
September,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  a  builder,  to  erect  the  convenience 
at  a  cost  of  £845 — and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  very  good  progress  had  been 
made  in  the  construction.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  opened  for  use  at 
Easter.  Other  conveniences  at  Polruan,  Polperro  and  Lerryn  have  been 
properly  maintained  during  the  year. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Meat  Inspection.  The  year  was  particularly  important  in  that  the  Ministry 
of  Food’s  control  of  slaughtering  ceased  and  a  return  was  made  to  private 
slaughtering.  There  were  eight  applications  received  for  the  licensing  of 
slaughterhouses  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  57  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  premises  concerned  were  inspected  and  schedules 
of  work  necessary  to  make  the  buildings  suitable  were  served  on  the  applicants. 
Consequently,  two  pre-war  slaughterhouses  were  reconditioned,  and  were 
licensed  by  the  Council  in  August  and  October  respectively. 

Three  applications  were  received  for  licenses  to  slaughter  animals  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  and  1954. 
The  men  concerned  were  experienced  slaughtermen  and  the  licences  were 
granted  by  the  Council. 

The  majority  of  meat  for  consumption  in  the  Idskeard  Rural  District  is 
obtained  from  the  abattoir  of  the  Liskeard  Wholesale  Meat  and  Livestock 
Society,  Ltd.  This  Abattoir  is  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Liskeard  and  the 
inspection  of  the  meat  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  animals  killed  in  the  Liskeard  Rural 
District  is  comparatively  small,  the  amount  of  time  involved  in  carrying  out 
100%  inspections  was  considerable. 

Slaughtering  took  place  on  two  days  during  the  week  and  this  meant 
journeys  to  Lerryn  on  Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoons.  A  total  of  38  visits 
were  made  to  the  two  slaughterhouses  and  every  animal  was  inspected.  The 
following  table  gives  the  information  on  this  work: 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

(Excluding  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Cows) 

22  None 

None 

Lambs 

6 

20 

Number  Inspected 

22  None 

None 

6 

20 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

.  None  None 

None 

None 

None 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 


other  than  tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  only.  Whole  car¬ 

66-6% 

None 

None 

None 

None 

cases  condemned 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

None 

None 

None 

None 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tubercu¬ 
losis 

None 

None 

None 

None 

5°/ 

°  /o 

Most  provision  shops  in  the  area  were  inspected  during  1954,  and  various 
consignments  of  food  examined.  Twenty-seven  tins  of  meat  and  fruit  were 
surrendered  and  destroyed,  being  blown  leaky.  Forty-four  packages  of  cake 
mixtures  were  also  destroyed  on  account  of  mite  infestation.  The  mites  were 
of  the  type  found  in  old  books,  and  were,  in  fact,  living  between  the  folds 
of  the  paper  wrappers. 

Most  of  the  food  shops  in  the  District  have  been  well-maintained  although 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  insist  on  better  washing  facilities  in  some  cases. 


14 


Visits  were  also  carried  out  in  connection  with  rodbnt  infestation  from  time 
to  time.  The  importance  of  keeping  foodstuffs  on  shelves  above  the  floor  level 
is  still  being  stressed  but  problems  of  space  are  met  with  frequently  in  village 
general  shops  where  such  a  variety  of  merchandise  is  displayed. 

Ice  Cream — Retail  Sale.  By  the  end  of  1954,  there  were  a  total  of  sixty 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  Routine  inspections  of  these 
premises  were  made  and  they  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Fifty-seven 
samples  of  ice-cream  from  retailers  in  the  district,  were  taken  and  resulted 
in  the  following: 

Grade  (1)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Grade  (ii)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Grade  (hi)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Grade  (iv)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  samples  placed  in  categories  (iii)  and  (iv)  were  from  ice-cream  manu¬ 
factured  outside  the  District,  and  after  contact  was  made  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  that  authority,  minor  defects  in  the  production  of  the  ice-cream 
were  promptly  remedied  with  satisfactory  results  in  subsequent  samples. 

Food  Poisoning.  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  in  the 
District  during  1954. 

Clean  Food  Campaigns.  Numerous  inspections  have  been  mace  under  this 
heading  and  in  the  main,  have  been  in  connection  with  cafes,  the  bulk  of 
which  are  situated  at  Polperro.  During  the  height  of  the  Summer  season,  this 
well-known  resort  accommodates  some  2,000  visitois  daily  and  the  catering 
business,  therefore,  plays  quite  an  important  part.  Obviously,  the  need  of  a 
high  standard  of  hygiene  in  connection  with  the  handling  of  foodstuffs  cannot 
be  too  highly  estimated.  It  has  been  possible,  by  informal  action  (which  was 
found  to  be  by  far  the  most  profitable)  to  bring  about  improvements  in  the 
standard  of  cleanliness,  and  certainly  the  standard  now  achieved,  with  the  odd 
exception  is  quite  a  good  one. 

In  the  case  of  Food  Shops,  one  difficulty  is  that  some  are  situated  in  very 
rural  areas,  where  no  piped  water  supply  exists.  In  such  cases,  it  is  difficult 
to  insist  on  a  hot  and  cold  supply  of  water  being  available,  as  such  a  require¬ 
ment  would  be  unreasonable.  In  view  of  the  likelihood  of  a  piped  supply 
being  laid  to  all  hamlets  and  villages  within  a  few  years,  however,  the  occupiers 
of  such  premises  have  undertaken  to  instal  the  required  supply  as  soon  as  the 
mains  have  been  provided. 

The  data  regarding  the  numbers  of  various  premises  is  as  follows: — 


(i)  Food  Trades 

Number  of  catering  establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  licensed  hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  licensed  clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  general  grocer  shops...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  butcher  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(ii)  Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Other  food  preparations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  ...  7 

(iii)  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  147 

(iv)  Any  new  educational  activity  in  connection  with  clean  food  None 

(v)  Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 


All  tins  are  first  punctured  and  all  condemned  food  treated  with  neat 
disinfectant  and  buried  in  refuse  dump. 

(vi)  It  was  not  necessary  to  carry  out  any  special  examination  of  a  stock  or 
consignment  of  food. 

Housing.  The  Council,  as  the  Local  Housing  Authority,  has  to  concern 
itself  with  three  aspects  of  housing,  viz.: 

(a)  Building  of  new  houses. 

(b) Slum  clearance  and  the  repair/reconditioning  of  existing  privately- 
owned  houses. 

(c)  Management  of  houses  which  have  been  erected  and/or  acquired  by 
the  Council. 
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It  is  apparent  that  as  work  progresses  each  year  in  items  (a)  and  (b),  so 
the  amount  of  work  which  is  involved  in  item  (c)  increases,  and  it  remains  as 
a  permanent  feature.  The  year  1954  has  been  a  progressive  one  in  the  sphere 
of  housing  as  the  following  will  show: 

(a)  Building  of  New  Houses.  In  January,  48  houses  were  under  construction 


by  the  Council  whilst  60  were  completed  during  the  year. 

These  were  erected  as  follows: 

Highfield  Estate,  Pensilva  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bindown  View,  Pensilva  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lerrvn  View,  Lerryn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Twelvewoods  Place,  Dobwalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bowling  Green  Estate,  Menheniot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

No  Man’s  Land  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Eleven  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  during  the  same  period* 

(b)  Slum  Clearance  and  the  Reconditioning  and  Repair  of  Existing  Houses. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  came  into  operation  on  30th  August.  In 
the  Circular  55/54  accompanying  the  Act,  the  Minister  says: 

“  Parliament  has  decided  that  the  time  has  now  come  to  give  more  attention 

to  the  nation’s  stock  of  existing  houses.” 

In  particular,  the  new  Act  emphasises  the  Council’s  Statutory  Responsibili¬ 
ties  for  the  clearance  and  replacement  of  slum  houses,  the  enforcement  of 
essential  repairs  and  the  encouragement  of  improvements  and  conversions. 
Considerable  publicity  was  given  to  Part  II  of  the  Act  which  allows  a  “  repairs 
increase  ”  of  the  rents  of  controlled  houses  under  certain  conditions.  The 
Council’s  main  task  in  this  connection  is  to  deal  with  applications  from  tenants 
for  certificates  of  disrepair  where  the  landlord  has  claimed  a  “  repairs  in¬ 
crease  ”  in  rent  and  the  tenant  feels  that  the  house  is  not  in  a  sufficiently  good 
condition  to  justify  it.  I  have  not  received  an  application  for  a  certificate, 
which  indicates  that  landlords  have  not  availed  themselves  of  these  provisions 
of  the  Act  to  obtain  an  increase  in  rent. 

(c)  Slum  Clearance.  The  Council’s  commitments  in  this  connection  will 
probably  not  be  formidable  as  I  do  not  anticipate  having  to  clear  large  areas 
of  property.  Generally,  the  existence  of  congested  areas  with  lack  of  air  space 
and  with  narrow  streets  is  not  present  in  this  area,  with  the  possible  exception 
of  Polperro  and  Polruan.  In  these  villages,  it  does,  of  course,  arise  but  it  is 
these  very  features  which  give  them  their  attraction.  I  do  not  think  that  we 
should  have  regard  to  these  “  defects  ”  when  judging  property  in  these  two 
places. 

The  main  concern  of  the  Council  is  the  treatment  of  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 
The  legal  standard  to  determine  whether  the  Council  can  require  a  house  to 
be  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  is  a  financial  one  and  a  Local  Authority 
can  only  secure  the  repair  and  reconditioning  of  houses  which  are  capable  of 
being  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

It  is  this  financial  standard  which  seems  to  indicate  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  are  out  of  touch  with  present-day  circumstances.  A 
logical  method  of  approaching  the  question  of  reasonable  expense,  in  its  appli¬ 
cation  to  repairs,  could  be  along  the  lines  of  income  and  expenditure.  Property 
would  certainly  be  a  liability  if  money  spent  in  repairs  were  not  capable  of 
recovery  as  rent  within  a  reasonable  time.  Rents  are  the  same  to-day  as  pre- 
1939  whereas  the  cost  of  present-day  repairs  is  about  300%  higher. 

The  amount  of  repairs  which  can  be  required  to-day,  based  on  the  legal 
standard  of  reasonable  expense,  would  be  considerably  less  than  could  be 
enforced  before  1939,  in  view  of  the  soaring  building  costs. 

The  varying  values  of  vacant  houses  compared  with  occupied  houses  makes 
the  application  of  a  standard  of  reasonable  expense  very  difficult  to  apply. 
The  Council  may  find  that  there  will  be  many  houses  structurally  sound  and 
worthy  of  reconditioning,  which  will  have  to  be  demolished,  simply  because 
owners  are  not  prepared  to  recondition  at  present-day  high  costs.  Local 
Authorities  may  purchase  individual  unfit  houses  instead  of  making  demolition 
orders,  and  this,  in  certain  cases,  may  be  a  solution. 
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Reconditioning  and  Modernisation  of  Existing  Houses.  It  has  been  the 
Council’s  policy  to  encourage  owners  to  modernise  older  houses  in  the  District 
by  offering  grant  aid,  and  during  1954,  44  applications  for  Improvement 
Grants  were  approved,  involving  works  costing  £ 26,636  17s.  7d.,  of  which 
the  sum  of  £13,076  19s.  6d.  was  promised  as  grants. 

Of  these  44  schemes,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  less  than  15  were  in 
respect  of  properties  available  for  letting.  Twelve  of  the  schemes  were  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year,  and  the  appropriate  grants  paid.  If  this  continues  to 
be  the  Council’s  policy,  I  anticipate  that  within  the  next  few  years,  a  large 
number  of  dwellings  will  be  brought  up  to  modern  standards  which  otherwise 
might  easily  be  lost  as  Housing  Units. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  254 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  266 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  subhead  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  252 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  subhead)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
formal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  23 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Proceedings  during  the  year 

A. - — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  or  undertakings  given  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having- 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  Part  IV  Overcrowding 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 
(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ... 


3 

15 

Nil 
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(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  be¬ 
come  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 

the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon 

which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Housing  Management.  By  the  end  of  1954,  the  Council  had  433  houses  under 
its  control.  During  the  year,  regular  visits  were  made  to  all  the  Estates  in  the 
District  and  numerous  individual  houses  were  examined.  An  inspection  was 
made  of  all  houses  on  exchange  of  tenancies  and  defects  recorded.  The  Council 
recently  incorporated  a  scheme  whereby  tenants  were  made  responsible  for  cer¬ 
tain  repairs.  This  has  meant  a  considerable  amount  of  work  for  my  department, 
to  ensure  that  tenants  are  carrying  out  their  obligations.  All  complaints 
made  by  the  tenants  and  reports  received  from  the  rent  collectors  are  in¬ 
vestigated  and  appropriate  action  taken.  During  the  year,  contracts  were 
made  for  the  external  repainting  of  58  Council  houses.  This  necessitated 
inspections  of  first  and  finishing  coat  work. 

In  connection  with  Council  housing  estates,  one  of  my  greatest  problems  is 
to  induce  builders  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  within  a  reasonable  period. 
It  is  often  found  that  minor  repairs  become  major  ones  through  delay  in 
their  execution.  Except  for  employing  a  general  handyman,  there  seems 
little  which  can  be  done  about  it. 

The  following  works  of  improvement  to  existing  Counicl  houses  were  put 
in  hand: 

1 .  Hot  and  cold  water  supplies  to  two  houses  at  Dobwalls  and  eight  at 
Lanreath. 

2.  Conversions  of  chemical  closets  to  water  closets  at  eight  houses  at 
Tredinnick,  Duloe. 

3.  Cold  water  supply  to  two  houses  at  Trecangate. 

4.  Wiring  eight  houses  for  electricity. 

Refuse  Collection.  During  1954,  no  material  change  was  made  in  the  system 
of  refuse  collection  throughout  the  District.  The  same  vehicles,  i.e.,  one 
10  cubic  yard,  one  7  cubic  yard  and  a  2  cubic  yard  (for  Polperro  and  Pol- 
ruan)  have  maintained  a  weekly  collection  over  practically  the  whole  of  the 
District.  In  some  very  isolated  parts,  a  two-weekly  service  is  given. 

Due  to  the  large  area  of  the  District,  two  main  refuse  tips  have  been  utilised, 
one  to  serve  the  northern  part,  and  one  the  southern.  These  are  at  St.  Cleer 
and  Bury  Down,  Lanreath,  respectively.  The  former  which  has  been  in  use 
for  some  seven  years  is  nearly  exhausted  and  during  1955,  a  new  site  in  the 
same  area  will  have  to  be  provided. 

The  system  of  tipping  cannot  claim  to  follow  the  complete  rules  of  controlled 
tipping  but  it  is  endeavouring  to  follow  as  closely  to  that  system  as  soil  and 
haulage  problems  will  permit. 

Storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit.  Routine  inspections  of  all  premises  storing 
petroleum  spirit  in  the  District  were  carried  out  .  As  in  previous  years,  a  few 
minor  defects  were  found  which  were  remedied  without  delay. 

In  the  cases  of  new  installations,  the  tanks  are  tested  to  a  pressure  not 
exceeding  10  lbs.  per  square  inch  by  the  firms  installing  them  and  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Council  is  present  in  order  to  see  that  the  test  is  satisfactory. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  Throughout  the  last  year,  visits  were  made  to  all 
the  nineteen  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  District.  This  number  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  two  over  that  in  the  register  during  the  previous  twelve  months  and 
accommodation  is  now  provided  for  over  600  moveable  dwellings.  In  addition, 
a  considerable  number  of  individual  caravans  are  licensed  for  use  in  various 
parts  of  the  District.  4'he  sites  have  generally  been  well  managed,  and  not  a 
single  complaint  was  received  from  any  camper  in  the  area  regarding  unsatis- 
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factory  conditions.  Most  owners  and  managers  readily  co-operate  with  my 
department  in  maintaining  the  sites  as  they  should  be  to  ensure  a  pleasurable 
stay  in  this  attractive  part  of  the  county. 

Rodent  Control.  The  importance  of  rodent  control  is  recognised  throughout 
the  country,  but  nowhere  is  it  more  essential  than  in  a  rural  area  whose  main 
industry  is  that  of  food  production.  In  few  places,  however,  it  is  more  difficult 
to  control,  for  the  population,  both  human  and  rodent  is  widely  scattered  and 
not  many  cottage  dwellings  are  rat  proof  or  could  be  made  so.  In  addition 
to  the  attraction  of  rats  to  grain  stores  on  farms,  a  very  large  proportion  of 
rural  residents  keep  poultry  and  pigs.  From  long  experience  in  this  work,  I 
will  say  that  in  no  case  where  such  livestock  is  kept,  can  there  be  freedom  from 
rat  infestation.  The  Rodent  Operator  visits  each  village  and  hamlet  in  turn, 
paying  particular  attention  to  refuse  dumps,  sewage  disposal  works,  schools 
and  canteens,  shops  and  farms.  All  private  houses  are  treated  free  of  charge, 
and  business  premises  at  a  charge  based  on  the  cost  of  the  work.  Most  farms 
are  treated  under  contract  by  the  Cornwall  Agricultural  Executive  Committee, 
and  visits  are  made  by  the  Council’s  Operator  to  see  that  infestations  are  not 
allowed  to  develop. 

In  treating  various  premises,  the  infestations  are  sometimes  light  and  only 
amount  to  one  or  two  rats,  but  heavy  infestations  are  encountered  on  many 
occasions.  On  one  farm  where  the  Council’s  Operator  was  requested,  130 
"  bodies  ”  were  picked  up  after  treatment. 

The  greatest  problem  is  to  induce  private  householders  to  report  the  presence 
of  rats,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  treatment  is  free. 

Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948.  During  the  year,  there  were,  on  the  Register, 
107  factories,  of  which  35  were  power-operated,  49  non-power,  and  23  others. 
Inspections  of  the  premises  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  where 
necessary,  minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out.  These  were,  in  the 
main,  the  cleansing,  painting  and  lime-washing  of  walls.  In  two  cases,  addi¬ 
tional  sanitary  conveniences  had  to  be  provided. 

G.  ROGERS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  I 

Principal  Causes  of  Death — All  Ages — 1954 

St.  Health 

Disease  Germans  Liskeard  Saltash  Torpoint  Liskeard  Looe  Area 
R.D.  R.D.  M.B.  U.D.  M.B.  U.D.  No.  7 


Heart  Disease 

70 

76 

29 

16 

66 

25 

282 

Cancer  (all  sites) 
Vascular  lesions  of 
the  nervous  sys- 

46 

26 

18 

10 

12 

13 

125 

tem  (“  stroke  ”) 
Respirator}"  Dis- 

21 

20 

21 

8 

19 

2 

91 

ease 

Circulatory  Dis- 

15 

18 

7 

o 

Li 

3 

2 

47 

ease 

Genito-urinary 

14 

6 

6 

2 

4 

2 

34 

Disease 

7 

1 

6 

3 

— 

3 

20 

Accidents 

7 

2 

6 

— 

2 

3 

20 

Digestive  Disease 

3 

o 

O 

3 

1 

- — - 

— 

10 

Suicide 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

APPENDIX  II 

Types  of  Heart  Disease  and  Cancer  Causing  Death — 1954 

St. 

Type  of  Germans  Liskeard  Saltash  Torpoint  Liskeard  Looe 

Disease  R.D.  R.D.  M.B.  U.D.  M.B.  U.D 

Health 
Area 
.  No.  7 

Coronary  Disease, 
Angina 

26 

25 

10 

8 

5 

8 

82 

High  Blood  Pres¬ 
sure  with  Heart 
Disease 

7 

o 

O 

2 

3 

8 

23 

Other  Heart  Dis¬ 
ease 

37 

48 

17 

5 

53 

17 

177 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

13 

6 

2 

2 

1 

4 

28 

Cancer  of  Breast 

3 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

14 

Cancer  of  Lung 
and  Bronchus 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

13 

Cancer  of  Womb 

— 

2 

. - 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Other  Cancers 

26 

12 

10 

6 

6 

7 

67 

District 

APPENDIX  III 

Deaths  by  Age  Groups 
0-5  5-15  15-45 

years  years  years 

—1954 

45-65 

years 

65-75 

years 

75  years  All 
&  over  Ages 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

4 

3 

13 

43 

65 

87 

215 

Liskeard  R.D. 

3 

1 

3 

34 

50 

72 

163 

Saltash  M.B. 

5 

1 

3 

29 

27 

40 

105 

Torpoint  U.D. 

— 

— 

4 

8 

16 

17 

45 

Liskeard  M.B. 

— 

— 

— 

12 

29 

74 

115 

Looe  U.D. 

2 

— 

1 

11 

12 

28 

54 

Health  Area  No.  7 

14 

5 

24 

137 

199 

318 

697 

20 


APPENDIX  IV 
Average  Age  at  Death-  1954 

District  Males  Females 


St.  Germans  R.D. 

67 

69 

Liskeard  R.D. 

63 

71 

Saltash  M.B. 

61 

72 

Torpoint  U.D. 

68 

70 

Liskeard  M.B. 

76 

79 

Looe  U.D. 

63 

74 

Health  Area  No.  7 

66 

73 

APPENDIX  V 
TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases,  and  Deaths,  in  Health  Area  No.  7 

Age  Group  New  Cases  Deaths 


M 

F 

M 

F 

0- 1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  -5  years 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

5-15  years 

3 

2 

— 

— 

15-45  years 

1  1 

9 

1 

1 

45-65  years 

8 

3 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

1 

1 

o 

— 

Totals 

24 

15 

3 

1 

Males 

Females 

Case  Rate  per  1,000 

of  Population  0-46 

0-29 

Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  of  Popula- 

tion  0-06 

0-02 

1954 


Case  Rates  and  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  of  Population  in  the  Six  County 

Districts  in  Health  Area  No.  7—1954 


District 

New  Cases 

Total  Cases 
at  31.12.54. 

Deaths 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

0-31 

6-41 

0-06 

Liskeard  R.D. 

1-07 

5-91 

— 

Saltash  M.B. 

0-40 

6- 55 

0-13 

Torpoint  U.D. 

0-97 

7-41 

— 

Liskeard  M.B. 

1-38 

104)9 

0-23 

Looe  U.D. 

1-09 

6-54 

0-27 

Health  Area  No.  7 

0-75 

6-73 

04)8 

APPENDIX  VI 

Deaths  by  Sexes  from  Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  in  the  Five-Year  Period 

1950-54 

St.  Health 

Year  GermansLiskeard  Saltash  Torpoint  Liskeard  Looe  Area 
R.D.  R.D.  M.B.  U.D.  M.B.  U.D.  No.  7 


M  F  M 

1950  1  —  2 

1951  3  —  2 

1952 

1953  7  1  2 

1954  3  1  1 

14  2 


F  M  F  M  F 

1  — 

1  —  —  1 

1  —  —  —  1 

2  2  —  1 

5  — 


M  F  M  F  M  F 

2  —  1  —  7  — 

2—163 
11—22 
1  —  10  3 

1  1  1—94 


Totals 


7  3 


1 


3  4  4  1  34  12 
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APPENDIX  VII 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  Population  for  Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus — 1950-54 


Year 

Health  Area  No.  7 

Cornwall  County 

England  &  Wales 

1950 

0-13 

0-18 

0-28 

1951 

0-17 

0-22 

0-30 

1952 

0-08 

0*21 

0-32 

1 953 

0-24 

0-22 

0-34 

1954 

0-25 

0-27 

0-40 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 

made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  ... 

1 

35 

28 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
m  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  ...  2 

49 

30 

2 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 


out-workers’  premises)  ...  3  23 

32  — 

— 

3 

Total 

.  —  107 

90  2 

— 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

M/c 

line  Referred 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

M/c 

line 

Particulars 

No.  Found  Remedied 

To  PI.M.  By  H.M. 

prosecu- 

No. 

(1) 

(2)  (3)  (4) 

Inspec-  Inspec¬ 
tor  tor 

(5)  (6) 

tions  were 
instituted 

(7) 

(8) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(s.i)  . 

4  5  5 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

—  — 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 

6  —  — 

_  r  - 

, 

6 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4)  ... 

7  —  — 

,  r, 

_ 

7 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

8  —  — 

_  _ 

8 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

9  2  2 

—  2 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

10 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

11 

11 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

12  —  — 

12 

9 


Total 


60 


7 


7 


60 
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